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 We are pleased to report that at a plenary session of ICL’08 on July 11, 2008, Dr. 
François Auzel received the ICL’08 Prize for luminescence research. 
 Dr. François Auzel has been sustaining a leading role in the field of rare earth material 
luminescence. He started his activity in the sixties under the supervision of O. Deutschbein 
and A. Kastler (Nobel prize, 1966), working first on rare earth-doped glasses for laser 
application. During experiments on Er-Yb-codoped samples, he discovered energy transfer 
up-conversion -ETU (originally called APTE in French for “Addition de Photons par 
Transfert d’Energie”) which allows conversion of infrared light into visible one. The original 
paper appears in “Selected papers on photoluminescence of inorganic solids” (M.J. Weber 
Editor, SPIE milestones series). This pioneering work has been the starting point for an 
intensive research area including material science and spectroscopy. From that time, many 
applications have taken advantage of this fascinating process and many innovative 
technological advances have emerged: infrared viewers, visible diodes, up-conversion lasers, 
anti-counterfeiting marking and more recently optical nano-probes for medical imaging and 
high efficiency solar cells.  
Dr. François Auzel spent his carrier at the French National Telecommunication 
Research Center, the former research department of “France Télécom” Company, where most 
studies were focused on the modernization of distribution networks which infrastructure 
(cables, fiber, and related systems) has undergone profound changes with the introduction of 
fiber optics. In this frame, rare earth doped glasses became of fundamental importance for 
integrated amplifiers. In this field as well as in rare earth spectroscopy, F. Auzel contributed 
many other results including: multiphonon absorption in rare earth doped materials, scalar 
crystal field parameter Nv, other non linear processes such as photon avalanche in erbium-
doped materials and cooperative effects as a rare earth clustering probe. He also obtained 
significant results in the field of transition metal vibronic and uranide based lasers and photo-
acoustic spectroscopy.
 His scientific contribution was soon recognized in the international and national 
communities. He was awarded the Foucault prize of the French Physics Society in 1973 for 
his work on ETU and, in 1989, the Winter-Klein prize of the French Academy of Science for 
his pioneer work on rare earth doped glasses. He is the author and co-author of nearly 150 
papers which have been cited more than 2600 times. He was invited to all major luminescence 
conferences and was a member of the ICL international committee for 22 years. He has also 
been a local editor for Journal of Luminescence since 1985. Most of his papers have initiated 
studies in the international community. Finally, his perfect understanding and knowledge in 
spectroscopy explain his regular invitation to give a lecture at "the International Atomic and 
Molecular Spectroscopy" school in Erice. 
 The ICL Prize was established in 1984 and is awarded during the ICL conferences. 
Previous recipients have been Prof. S. Shionoya (Tokyo, 1984), Dr. R. M. McFarlane (IBM, 
1987), Dr. A. A. Kaplyanskii (Ioffe, 1990), Dr. M. J. Weber (LLNL, 1993), Prof. D. S. 
McClure (Princeton, 1996), Prof. E. I. Rashba (Landau, 1999), Prof. G. Blasse (Utrecht, 2002) 
and Prof. W.Yen (Athens, 2005). The prize is endowed by Elsevier, the publisher of the 
Journal of Luminescence. Dr. François Auzel received a plaque citing his contributions along 
with a cash award. 
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Members of the Prize Committee:  
J. C. Wright, Chair (Wisconsin State), 
 R. F. Cone (Montana State), D. S. Hamilton (Connecticut State), B. Jacquier (Lyon), A. 
Meijerink (Utrecht), S. Volker (Leiden).
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